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AN EPIPHANY ACTIVITY
1.  Tell the story of the magi: there are plenty of storybooks to choose from, or it is so familiar you will probably be able to tell it by question and answer, or purposely getting the facts wrong and being corrected by the children.

2.  Look at some pictures of the wise men as painted by great artists. You can download pictures from the National Gallery website or you may have copies at home or from Christmas cards. The beautiful book 'The Image of Christ' published by The National Gallery Company has a great selection of Magi pictures by Gossaert, Bonfigli and Bruegel, all of which have wonderful detail to talk about. Ask the children simple questions like:

· What can you see in the picture?

· What do you like about this picture?

· Who is the most important person in this picture, do you think?

· What colour are the faces of the wise men? What are they wearing? What can you tell about the wise men from the way they look (what they're wearing, their skin colour, what they're doing)?

· What are the characters doing?

· What's like the Bible story you've just heard? What's different?

· What do you think the artist is trying to say about Jesus?

3. Prayer time: if possible, light some incense or an incense-scented candle. Silently choose one of the magi from the picture. Imagine what he might be thinking about Jesus at that moment. Is it something you'd like to say to Jesus too? If so, say it to him in the quiet of your own heart now. 


4. Draw a picture of a magi. Write the words of the wise man on a speech bubble.

